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NATIONAL HISTORIC
PRESERVATION ACT

The National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), passed in 1966, helps protect American archaeological sites, historic
buildings, and other cultural resources. It established the National Register of Historic Places, a list of historically significant
properties in the United States. It directs federal agencies to take our history into account when it faces potential loss or
damage from development. It also provides opportunities for local communities to voice concerns.

For a federal development project (called an undertaking), it is sometimes necessary for the federal agency to conduct a
historic preservation review of the affected land. This is called a Section 106 review. The purpose of the review is to
determine if the undertaking will harm historically significant resources. Those are resources that meet the eligibility criteria
for the National Register of Historic Places.

States and territories in the United States have State Historic Preservation Offices (SHPOs) and Tribal Historic Preservation
Offices (THPOs). SHPOs and THPOs advise and track agencies' compliance with the NHPA and Section 106 within their

borders. The Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) advises at the national level.
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The consulting parties sign a formal agreement for their next steps. The law encourages avoiding or minimizing damage to
historic properties, but it does not dictate how to do so. The federal agency files the agreement with the ACHP. Section 106
review is complete. Much of America's heritage has been discovered through the Section 106 review process.
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