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FROM SAA’S BOOK PROGRAM. ..

Lk
Ethics in American Archaeology, 2" revised edition. Edited by Mark J. Lynott and Alison Wylie. This
groundbreaking series of papers explores the myriad issues facing archaeologists as archaeological sites
become more well known and the preservation of artifacts continues to command public interest. The
Second Revised Edition expands the discussion that led to the development of the Principles of
Archaeological Ethics. This innovative volume is an invaluable resource, especially in making ethics a
standard part of formal archaeological training. 2000. 168 pages. ISBN: 0-932839-16-9. Regular Price:
$12.95, SAA Member Discount Price: $9.95.
CLASSICS
NEW! First in the New Classics Series. The George C. Davis Site, Cherokee County,
Texas, by Perry Newell and Alex D. Kreiger (SAA Memoir No. 5). Reprint, with a new R
introduction by Dee Ann Story. 2000. 348 pages. ISBN 0-932839-20-7. Regular Price: u :.:"-::u
$33.95, SAA Member Discount Price: $26.95.
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“ | History Beneath the Sea: Nautical Archaeology in the Classroom. Edited by K.C. Smith and Amy
m Douglass. History Beneath the Sea provides background readings and classroom activities for
secondary-level educators who wish to teach history, social studies, and science through the
exciting medium of underwater archaeology. ISBN: 0-932839-17-7. Publication date: April 2001.
ﬂ Regular Price: $5.95, SAA Member Discount Price: $4.95.
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Archaeological Research and Heritage Preservation in the Americas. Edited by Robert D.
Drennan and Santiago Mora. The contributors to the volume discuss experiences of
archaeological research and heritage preservation under widely varied conditions in
locations throughout the Americas from Argentina to Canada. Regular Price: $21.95,
SAA Member Discount Price: $17.95.

Cultural
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NEW! Topics in Cultural Resource Law. Edited by Donald Forsyth Craib. This collection of
articles explores a wide range of legal issues as they pertain to the control, protection, and
regulation of cultural resources. 2000. ISBN: 0-932839-21-5. Regular price: $24.95, SAA
Law Member Discount Price: $19.95.
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SEE INSIDE BACK COVER FOR ORDERING INFORMATION
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EDITOR’S CORNER

John Kantner

John Kantner is an assistant professor of anthropology at Georgia State University

he tragedy of September 11% left many of us wanting to in some way assist with

the recovery and relief efforts in New York, Washington D.C., and Pennsylvania.

It is therefore gratifying to know that SAA, inspired by archaeologist Sophia
Perdikaris’s (Brooklyn College, NYC) offer of assistance to the FBI, is helping to organ-
ize an effort to provide archaeological labor and equipment for sorting through the
debris from the World Trade Center. SAA currently has heard from over 500 people
who are interested in assisting with the recovery efforts.

On a different note altogether, readers will notice that many changes mark the transi-
tion from the SAA Bulletin to The SAA Archaeological Record. One of the most visible
additions is that the magazine is now printed in full color, which provides authors the
opportunity to include full-color figures with their articles, including photographs,
computer images, and charts and graphs. We encourage all potential authors to submit
color imagery with their contributions. We are also always looking for compelling cover
images. Many members have sent in wonderful photographs, but the selection that we
now have available is dominated by imagery of the archaeology of western North Amer-
ica. Readers from Latin American countries, Canada, and the eastern United States are
highly encouraged to contribute their favorite archaeology photo!

Another transition that recently has been completed is the movement of all online
material to SAAweb. This includes all of the back issues of both the SAA Bulletin and
The SAA Archaeological Record. Former editor Mark Aldenderfer and the University
of California at Santa Barbara had graciously hosted the online version of the SAA Bul-
letin for several years; these back issues are now available at http://www.saa.org/publi-
cations/saabulletin/index.html. Back issues of The SAA Archaeological Record can be
found at http://www.saa.org/Publications/thesaaarchrec/index.html, with current
issues available in the members section of SAAweb.

As The SAA Archaeological Record evolves, readers will notice the addition of new fea-
tures. One of the first will be the dedication of occasional issues to particular themes
of interest to the discipline. I'm very excited about the upcoming March issue, which
will focus on Public Outreach in Archaeology. Interest in contributing has been over-
whelming, and I'd therefore like to start planning the next thematic issue for Septem-
ber 2002, dedicating it to the topic of Gender and Minority Equity in Archaeology. If
you are interested in contributing to the second thematic issue, please contact me.

As a final note, I would like to introduce my editorial assistant, Ron Hobgood. Ron is
a graduate student here at Georgia State University, and he assists me in all aspects of
producing this magazine. If for some reason I cannot be contacted, feel free to email
Ron at liuliangduo@yahoo.com. =
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LETTERS

LETTERS TO
THE EDITOR

The SAA Committee on Native
American Relations would like
to respond to the letter by G.A.
Clark published in the March 2001 edi-
tion of The SAA Archaeological Record
(1[2]:3). We respect First Amendment
rights of free speech in the United
States and Dr. ClarK's prerogative to
express his personal views. At the same
time, we hope the actions of the SAA
demonstrate to Native Americans that
Dr. Clark expresses a minority opinion
in our profession and does not articu-
late the official position of our profes-
sional society.

For this reason, rather than respond to
the myriad factual errors and anthropo-
logically naive statements of Dr. Clark,
we note that in 1989 the SAA helped
form a coalition of scientific organiza-
tions and Native American groups to
support the enactment of the Native
American Graves Protection and Repa-
triation Act (NAGPRA). Since then, the
SAA has closely monitored the imple-
mentation of NAGPRA and consistent-
ly provided advice on the regulations
promulgated to enforce the law (see
Statement of Keith Kintigh, SAA Presi-
dent, at the Oversight Hearing: Native
American Graves Protection and Repa-
triation Act, July 25, 2000, posted on
SAAweb at http://www.saa.org/Govern-
ment/natamegraves.pdf). The SAA
seeks a fair balance between the scien-
tific interests of archaeologists and the
human rights of Native Americans.

The official policy of the SAA concern-
ing the treatment of human remains is
that “The Society for American Archae-
ology recognizes both scientific and tra-
ditional interests in human remains.”
The SAA favors a case-by-case resolu-
tion of repatriation claims that is based

on “close and effective communication
between scholars engaged in the study
of human remains and the communi-
ties that may have biological or cultural
affinities to those remains.” This policy
has been in effect since it was approved
by the SAA Executive Commiittee in
May of 1986. Since then, hundreds of
archaeologists have worked with Native
Americans in an atmosphere of mutual
respect to address legitimate concerns
about the treatment of their ancestors.

We think that Dr. ClarK's tirade about
repatriation is misplaced and wrong,
and we encourage all professional
archaeologists to adhere to the SAA
Policy Statement Concerning the Treat-
ment of Human Remains. The future
success of archaeology in the United
States and elsewhere in the world will
be based on fair and equitable partici-
pation of indigenous peoples in scien-
tific research, including treating human
remains with respect and dignity.

Committee on Native American Rela-
tions

Kurt E. Dongoske, Chair
Melissa Baird

Kenneth H. Carelton

T. ]. Ferguson

Ruth E. Lambert
Dorothy T. Lippert

Alan May

Robert A. Sattler
Cameron B. Wesson

J. Michelle Schohn

his letter is with reference to
I John Hoopes’s “An Embarrass-
ment of Riches: Sitio Conte
Online,” published in the May 2001

The SAA Archaeological Record
(1[3]:30-33)

One should not object to the observa-
tion that archaeologists who worked
more than half a century ago were not
in compliance with today’s idealized (if
not always realized) standards of field-
work. It is another matter entirely, how-

ever, when respected archaeologists of
that era are flippantly presented as the
prototypes of that modern caricature of
archaeological disreputability, Indiana
Jones. Although Hoopes names both J.
Alden Mason and Samuel Lothrop,
most of his insinuations of impropriety
involve the former.

I think it is important to object that
either of these fine gentlemen and
scholars should be so unfairly repre-
sented. J. Alden Mason, whom I knew
as friend and mentor (incidentally, we
were not related), was a major figure in
Americanist anthropology over much of
the first two-thirds of the last century.
For readers of Hoopes’s article who,
like all too many contemporary archae-
ologists, know little of their discipline’s
history and might be inclined to blithe-
ly accept his distorting characterization,
I would point out that Mason did origi-
nal and valuable fieldwork in Sub-Arctic
ethnography, Southwestern folklore,
and North and South American Indian
languages, in addition to archaeology in
North as well as Latin America. He was
a fine and honest man who strove to do
the best by the lights of his time. And
even by those lights, inferior of course
to our own, he was, along with Lothrop,
the very opposite of what Hoopes sug-
gests.

Ronald J. Mason
Department of Anthropology
Lawrence University

Associate Editor's Response

It was never my intention to impugn
the reputations of either Samuel
Lothrop or J. Alden Mason, both of
whom were giants of their time. Mason
was a stellar archaeologist of the first
magnitude whose scholarly contribu-
tions were exceeded only by his lifelong
record of service to the profession. His
many accomplishments are described
(together with a bibliography that

&>~ LETTERS, continued on page 12
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IN BRIEF

Tobi A. Brimsek

Tobi A. Brimsek is executive director of the Society for American Archaeology.

DENVER 2002

With more than 1,700 submissions, the 67t Annual Meeting of
the Society for American Archaeology promises to be a sure
success. Please join your colleagues at the Adam’s Mark Denver
Hotel, 1550 Court Place, Denver, CO. At this writing, all types of
rooms are available—SAA rate and student- and government-
rate rooms. Remember that student- and government-rate
rooms are limited and are available on a first-come, first-served
basis (as well as require a student or government ID). To reserve
your room, please contact the Adam’s Mark Denver hotel direct-
ly at (303) 893-3333 and ask for reservations or call the Adam’s
Mark Central Reservations line at (800) 444-2326. Please be sure
to mention that you are attending the “SAA” or “Society for
American Archaeology” meeting.

JANUARY 18, 2002

If you register for a room by January 18, 2002 at the Adam’s
Mark Denver Hotel, your name will be entered into a drawing
for a one-year membership in SAA. For reservations, see the
telephone number above.

ONLINE SUBMISSIONS RISING IN POPULARITY

For the 2002 Denver meeting, 90% of the individual submis-
sions were submitted online via the Web. About 55% of all of
the symposia and forums were submitted via the Web. This was
the second year that this online submissions option was avail-
able. As always, we welcome your feedback. Please drop us an
email to the attention of Lana Leon, manager, Information Ser-
vices (lana_leon@saa.org). We'd like to hear from you!

GETTING TO DENVER

United Airlines has been selected as the official airline for SAA’s
67" Annual Meeting. Special discounts are available: 10% off
unrestricted coach or 5% off lowest applicable fare. Plus take an
additional 5% off if you purchase your tickets at least 60 days
prior to departure!

Call United at (800) 521-4041 for reservations. Please refer to
Meeting ID #557XE to access SAA’s special discounts.

4 The SAA Archaeological Record ¢ NovEMBER 2001

NEED A RENTAL CAR IN DENVER?

Hertz has been designated as the official car rental company for
the 67" Annual Meeting in Denver. Reservations may be placed
through the Hertz Meeting Sales Desk at (800) 654-2240. When
booking reservations through this toll free number, please ref-
erence the Meeting Number CV#022Q0527 or identify yourself
as attending the Society for American Archaeology meeting.

STAFF TRANSITIONS

On October 29, 2001, Stuart Binstock joined the SAA staff as
manager, Government Affairs. Stuart has broad-based govern-
ment affairs experience, including having been the Vice Presi-
dent, Federal Affairs for the American Institute of Architects;
Director, Federal Regulatory Affairs for the American Institute
of Architect; and Director, Government Relations for the Amer-
ican Association of Port Authorities. His undergraduate degree
from Cornell is coupled with a law degree from the Catholic
University of America. Please feel free to contact him with
regard to all government affairs matters (stuart_binstock@
saa.org). We are delighted to welcome him to the SAA staff
team. B}

COMING SOON FROM SAA’S
BOOK PROGRAM

Delivering Archaeological

Information Electronically
EDITED BY MARY S. CARROLL




67TH ANNUAL MEETING

lthough cosmopolitan in many ways, Denver is still a
A“cow town,” so break out your cowboy hat and boots and

visit the old West! Our meeting hotel, the Adam’s Mark,
is the largest in Colorado and is located in the heart of old Den-
ver. From Larimer Square to “LoDo” (lower downtown), historic
buildings abound. Take a walk; enjoy the stately nineteenth-cen-
tury brick architecture. Stop and see the ornate Brown Palace
Hotel. Visit one of our many museums. Find an outdoor café
and savor Colorado’'s blue skies. Watch the street artists per-
form. Or just sit in the Adam’s Mark and look out at the bustle
of the 16th Street Mall through soaring windows. The Colorado
archaeological community is eager to welcome you to the first
SAA meeting in Denver in 17 years. We're glad you are com-
ing—it's been a long time!!

In keeping with our location, the meeting will open with a ses-
sion that focuses on Western history and prehistory: “Integrat-
ing Multiple Histories of Western Pasts” (organized by Dean
Saitta [U. of Denver] and sponsored by the Program Commit-
tee). An all-star line-up of speakers will address topics as diverse
as Kennewick Man, the Sand Island massacre, and Puebloan
ethnogenesis using multiple lines of evidence—oral, documen-
tary, and archaeological. This promises to be one of the best
opening sessions yet, so be sure to come early! The following
four days will be busy with as many as 18 concurrent sessions
on a wide range of topics.

As T write, the deadline for submissions has just passed and
scheduling of the 2002 Annual Meeting is about to begin. I have
been working closely with the wonderful staff at the SAA Head-
quarters office and with a great Program Committee. Members

Photograph courtesy of FreeStockPhotos.com.
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include David Anderson (NPS Southeast Archaeological Cen-
ter), Douglas Bamforth (University of Colorado), Brenda Bows-
er (Washington State University), Carol Gleichman (Advisory
Council on Historic Preservation), Art Joyce (University of Col-
orado), Steve Lekson (University of Colorado), Naomi Miller
(University of Pennsylvania Museum), Peter McKenna (Bureau
of Indian Affairs), Payson Sheets (University of Colorado), Dean
Saitta (University of Denver), Miriam Stark (University of
Hawaii), Mary Van Buren (Colorado State University), and Joe
Watkins (Bureau of Indian Affairs Anadarko Agency). In Boul-
der, Curtis Nepstad-Thornberry is providing outstanding assis-
tance with program development.

The Program Committee began laying the groundwork for the
2002 meeting in early summer. The annual Roundtable Lun-
cheon has become a popular feature of our meeting—a place to
discuss the hottest topics in an intimate setting and to network
with well-known experts. This year, the Program Committee
developed a diverse and compelling set of themes and has invit-
ed leading authorities to serve as table hosts. The Program
Committee has also been concerned with subsidizing these
events. As you may know, we ask departments and companies
for donations in order to keep luncheon prices below $10. Pro-
gram Committee members drew up a list of potential donors
and you may find a letter from us in your mailbox. If you do,
please urge your department chair or company president to
make a donation to this important SAA event!

We'll look forward to seeing you in March—this is a meeting
not to be missed!! =



67TH ANNUAL MEETING

ontrary to popular opinion, Denver (a.k.a. “The Mile

High City”) is not located in the mountains. Rather, it is

located on the High Plains at the eastern base of the
Rocky Mountains, hence its other nickname, the “Queen City of
the Plains.” This location is in the rain and snow shadow of the
mountains, resulting in an arid and relatively mild climate in
the winter and spring, except for the occasional arctic blast from
Canada. Denver receives more than 300 days of sunshine a year.
Despite the relative lack of snow in Denver itself, numerous ski
areas are close at hand in the mountains. These regional attrac-
tions will be the subject of an article in the January issue; this
article concentrates on Denver itself. Additional information on
any of the attractions discussed here, or on Denver in general,
can be found on the Denver Metro Visitors Bureau Web page
(http://www.denver.org).

Because the meetings will begin with a plenary session on his-
torical archaeology in the West, titled “Integrating Multiple His-
tories of Western Pasts,” a brief history of Denver seems in
order. At the time of the first Euro-American encroachment into
the Denver Basin, the area was inhabited by Cheyenne and Ara-
paho horse nomads. All this changed in 1859 when gold was
discovered in the area. However, the gold deposits in Denver
were relatively limited, and Denver soon shifted from a mining
camp to a provisioning center for mining conducted in the adja-
cent mountains. Denver was named after the Kansas Territorial
Governor James W. Denver; city founder William Larimer pro-
posed the name in hopes of winning the governor’s favor in a
claim-jumping case in which he was involved. While Governor
Denver resigned before the case reached his office, the name of
the city stuck.

More about the history and prehistory of Denver and the West
in general is available at several museums within walking dis-
tance of the conference hotel. The Colorado History Museum, at
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the corner of Broadway and 13th Avenue just south of the
Adam’s Mark hotel, has extensive displays on the history and
prehistory of the state. Nearby, the Denver Art Museum (100 W
14th Avenue) has extensive collections of Native American arti-
facts and contemporary art from Latin America, the Plains, and
the American Southwest and Northwest. The Black American
West Museum and Heritage Center is a little farther away at
3091 California Street, but can be reached by using the light rail
from the 16th Street Mall (the museum is across the street from
the last stop on the line). This museum is well worth the trip for
the excellent exhibits on the role of African Americans in the
settling of the west and the terrific book selection in the gift
shop. Finally, the Molly Brown House Museum at 1340 Penn-
sylvania Street (three blocks east of 16th Street) is a good exam-
ple of upper middle-class homes in Denver at the turn of the
nineteenth century.

For those interested in the night life of Denver, the Adam’s Mark
is well situated to take in a variety of sights, sounds, and tastes.
The Adam's Mark itself is located on the 16th Street Pedestrian
Mall. The only traffic allowed on 16th Street are free shuttle buses
operated by the city. Otherwise, the area is open to pedestrians and
is filled with outdoor cafes, street vendors, and a host of shops and
restaurants in a mixture of new and historic buildings. The north
end of the mall ends in Lower Downtown (also known as “LoDo”).
Aside from Coors Stadium (where the Colorado Rockies play),
LoDo is known for its numerous night spots, restaurants, and
shops. One of the more popular restaurant types in the area are
the numerous brew pubs. Colorado, in fact, is one of the leading
beer producers in the United States, due in part to a large number
of micro-breweries. There is, of course, a large brewery in the met-
ropolitan area as well, and for those who would like to drive to
Golden, the Coors brewery gives tours that include tastings.

& WELCOME TO DENVER, continued on page 15

Photograph courtesy of FreeStockPhotos.com.



FROM THE PRESIDENT

FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear SAA members:

As you know, the 2002 Annual Meeting will be held in the
Adam’'s Mark Hotel in Denver. Some of you may also know that
the Adam’s Mark hotel in Daytona Beach, Florida has had a suit
brought against it by the state of Florida, and that several
Adam’s Mark hotels around the country, including the Denver
property, have been picketed by the NAACP. The lawsuit alleges
that actions taken by the Daytona Beach hotel in Florida against
members of a black college reunion were discriminatory. A
class-action lawsuit was filed in 1999, and was settled out of
court for several million dollars. But a later court threw out the
settlement, arguing it was not a class-action suit. Florida then
brought suit against the Adam’'s Mark. That case will be heard in
November. The Adam’s Mark has issued an apology, but the
NAACP has requested an admission of guilt.

Some members have brought this issue to the SAA’s attention,
wondering why the SAA would patronize a hotel chain that
allegedly indulged in discriminatory activities. I am writing to
let you know that the SAA Board is aware of and deeply dis-
turbed by the situation. We need first to see the outcome of the
trial before we decide if and how we respond. We have no evi-
dence that the Denver hotel has been discriminatory.

One way that we cannot respond is to change the venue of the
2002 meeting. SAA contracts with hotels for the annual meeting
at least five years in advance. We signed a contract with the
Adam’s Mark in 1997—two years before the lawsuit was filed. To
pull out of Denver now means that we would have to pay the
hotel to compensate them for the lost business—we are con-
tractually obliged to do this, and pulling out for moral or ethical
reasons is not sufficient to break the contract. Our insurance
will also not cover such losses. In addition, it is far too late to
arrange another venue, so there would be no 2002 meeting,
meaning that SAA would lose the revenue that it expects from
the meeting. Put that loss together with what we would owe the

Adam’s Mark were we to pull out, and the SAA would lose about
$1,000,000—and that would destroy the SAA financially.

After the trial's outcome, the SAA Board will decide what, if any-
thing, the Society wishes to do. We have already had extensive
discussions with the Denver Adam’s Mark Hotel. It would be
premature to discuss possible actions here, but we will keep the
Society apprised of the situation. Assuming that the trial finish-
es in time, further information will appear in the January issue
of The SAA Archaeological Record. I wanted to make sure that
the membership was aware of this issue and aware that the SAA
Board has been and will continue to watch the case carefully.

7 /(o//'/

President

ACHILL FIELD SCHOOL
1/4 PG AD
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PUBLIC EDUCATION COMMITTEE UPDATE

ADDRESSING NEW CHALLENGES AND GOALS

Beverly Chiarulli

Beverly Chiarulli is chair of the SAA Public Education Committee.

hat's new with the SAA’s Public Education Commit-
-\ x / tee (PEC)? The short answer is . . . “a lot!” The long
answer is that the PEC has redesigned itself to
address new goals and challenges in our outreach efforts. Since
its formation in 1990, we have been the advocate for public out-
reach and education within the society. Our mission remains
the same: The Public Education Committee seeks to promote
awareness about and concern for the study of past cultures, and
to engage people in the preservation and protection of heritage
resources. Committee projects aim to aid educators, inter-
preters, archaeologists, and others about the value of archaeo-
logical research and resources. But we have some new ideas and
projects to share with all SAA members.

The PEC met for two days prior to the annual meeting in New
Orleans. Our retreat at Bayou Segnette State Park, on the out-
skirts of New Orleans, served to renew our strategic plan and to
develop new initiatives for the committee. The retreat was
organized by then-PEC chair Shereen Lerner, who was assisted
by a planning committee of Mary Kwas, Joelle Clark, Carol
Ellick, Dorothy Krass, and myself. We owe special thanks to Ed
Friedman of the Bureau of Reclamation, who provided funding
for the retreat and to Nancy Hawkins of the Division of Archae-
ology of the Louisiana Department of Culture, Recreation, and
Tourism, who arranged our stay at Bayou Segnette.

We have restructured the committee into three task groups,
each directed to one of the audiences we think it important for
SAA to reach. These audiences are educators, the general pub-
lic, and members of SAA. We also renewed our commitment to
a fourth partner, Native American educators, who have been an
important focus of our outreach program. This group has par-
ticipated in several workshops organized and sponsored by the
PEC (see The SAA Archaeological Record 1[4]:9 for an update
on the activities of PEC for this group). For each of our audi-
ences, we identified the messages that we think are important
for the SAA to present and new projects that we can develop.

EDUCATOR TASK GROUP

The goal of this group is to take these messages to teachers and
educators:

8 The SAA Archaeological Record ¢« NOVEMBER 2001

« The past is important, interesting, and fun.

« Archaeology is a multidisciplinary process that uses scientific
methods to understand and interpret the past.

» Archaeology provides primary source material and serves as
one way of knowing about the past.

« Archaeological resources are finite and fragile, and there are
ways to enjoy the past without destroying it.

. Because the past belongs to everyone, everyone can be
involved in its care and stewardship.

Activities of this group will focus on increasing SAA’s visibility
as a source of information about archaeology for teachers and
other educators and to produce some content for this target
audience. The SAA and PEC will share booth space this fall at
the National Association of Interpreters Conference in Des
Moines, Iowa and the National Council for the Social Studies
Annual Meeting in Washington, D.C. More than 5,500 teachers
or interpretative professionals attend one of these conferences.
We think this will be a great opportunity to talk about archaeol-
ogy and the SAA. In future years, we plan to expand our out-
reach to attend the American Association of Museums Annual
Meeting and the National Science Teachers Conference as well
as regional conferences. Several of our state public education
coordinators will staff these booths and provide us with local
assistance. (By the way, there are still a few states that lack coor-
dinators. If you're interested, check out the SAAweb and contact
Shirley Schermer, Chair of Network.)

Other plans from the Educator Task Group include continuing
to publicize our new teaching module History Beneath the Sea
(available now from the SAA office; a second module will be
produced this year) and creating bookmarks and fliers publiciz-
ing SAA resources for educators.

SAA MEMBER AND OTHER ARCHAEOLOGISTS TASK GROUP

This task group worked on strategies to take the following mes-
sages to an audience of SAA members and other archaeologists:

Public outreach/education:
« is important,
« is a duty and a responsibility of professional archaeologists,
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« is a specialty as valuable and legitimate as any other (lithics,
ceramics, etc.),

« should be paid for,

« has standards,

« should be included in consideration for hiring, promotion,
and tenure,

« is a two-way street between the public and the professional,

« is an important part of professional development.

Of additional importance:

« The past belongs to everyone.

« A good public program includes planning and evaluation.

« SAA/PEC are here to help provide resources and guidance to
professionals who want to include outreach/education in their
projects.

« All professionals need to make an attempt to include out-
reach/education, but there are specialists who are trained to do it.
« We must learn to trust the public; it is especially important for
CRM firms to trust and work with the public.

« There are competing narratives and hidden agendas associat-
ed with working with the public.

The projects that this group plans for the coming year include
two workshops to be held at the annual meeting. Bonnie Chris-
tianson has developed a proposal for a workshop sponsored by
the PEC, titled “Archaeologists as Educators: Techniques for
Classroom Explorations and Public Outreach,” which will be
taught by a classroom teacher and will focus on techniques that
archaeologists can use to improve their materials for classroom
presentations. Carol Ellick has planned the workshop “Integrat-
ing the Past: Public Programming and CRM Contracts.” It will
be sponsored by Statistical Research, Inc. and PEC. We also
plan to continue the popular archaeology month poster contest,
so watch for announcements about submitting your state’s
poster for consideration.

GENERAL PUBLIC TASK GROUP

Our final task group took on the job of defining messages for
everyone else. As might be expected, this was a large task,
because there are many publics, including descendent groups,
the interested public, the “not yet interested” public, and the
hostile public, and we need different messages for each. Our
messages for those groups include:

Descendant Groups

« Archaeology can contribute to descendants’ understanding of
their pasts, especially when done in collaboration with living
descendants.

« Archaeology can teach that there was a rich history before A.D.
1492.

« Through the investigation of the past, we can understand the
variability of human cultures.

PEC members Shirley Schermer, Rita Elliot, Margie Connolly, and Ann
Rogers at the Bayou Segnette retreat where the committee organization was
restructured. Photograph by PEC member Dick Boisvert.

Interested Public
« Archaeological sites are fragile.
« Archaeological sites can be enjoyed without being destroyed.

“Not Yet Interested” Public

« We need to capture, sustain, and enhance interest.

« Archaeology is exciting; it tells a story; it is a mystery.

« There are opportunities to learn and to be involved in the
process of archaeology.

« Everyone’s history matters; we are all stewards of the past.

Hostile Public

« Personalize archaeology—it is your past.

« The past should be preserved for future generations—for your
grandchildren.

« Archaeology can produce a product you can be proud of (espe-
cially for the corporate public).

« Archaeology can produce good public relations; preservation is
positive.

Future projects include the production of Web-based resources,
like a planned project called “Diaries from the Field,” which will
highlight archaeological research, short radio spots about
archaeology, and material developed for those interested in her-
itage tourism.

The PEC wants to know what you as SAA members want in the
way of public outreach material and we want you to share your
experiences with us. We always welcome new members and
ideas from anyone. I encourage you to email me

&>~ PEC, continued on page 37
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STUDENT AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

ENGAGING ARCHAEOLOGY OVERSEAS AS STUDENTS

Jonathan R. Walz and Matthew C. Curtis

Jonathan R. Walz and Matthew C. Curtis are doctoral candidates in the Department of Anthropology, University of Florida.

leagues have noted the variety of study abroad opportunities

available to students and the potential benefits of such pro-
grams, whether these be field schools, semester programs, or
research ventures. However, for archaeology students studying
overseas, much can be gained beyond classroom and field learn-
ing, including a clearer comprehension of the contexts in which
histories and archaeologies are made. Moreover, there is much
to offer in the way of cultivating archaeology and anthropology
programs abroad, including education instruction and building
professional ties that allow for cross-country funding and joint
authorship of research findings.

I n past issues of the SAA Bulletin (18[1]:16-17, 18[2]:11), col-

In sub-Saharan Africa, while archaeological funds often are lim-
ited, infrastructures weak, and politics contentious, local peo-
ples actively embrace their rich pasts and promising futures,
giving archaeology a prominent position in building national
and regional histories. Undoubtedly, enthusiasm for the past
must be considered alongside the day-to-day needs of the major-
ity of citizens in the present. Thus, many Africans view the
study and construction of the past as essential, while consider-
ing the activity of archaeology as secondary and overly expen-
sive. Despite this, African archaeology programs have found a
way to survive and, in many cases, flourish.

We have spent a significant portion of the past three years study-
ing and working in Tanzania and Eritrea as archaeology stu-
dents and teachers. Through our experiences, we have come to
understand the importance of being abroad in both academic
and non-academic settings. Consequently, study abroad has
been more than a time away from the U.S. or a semester of cred-
it; rather, it has taught us the value of uncovering and building
pasts with local interests at heart, guided by scientific practice
and a humanistic outlook. We urge others to work with local
experts and help to develop archaeological networks and infra-
structures that might further the ongoing success of local
archaeological initiatives.
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A TALE OF TWO EXPERIENCES
Tanzania

In 1985, Professor Peter Schmidt launched the Archaeology
Unit at the University of Dar es Salaam (UDSM) in Tanzania.
Today, the program continues to thrive, and the infrastructure,
which includes an archaeology library and a computer center,
expands annually. Much of this is the result of Tanzanian initia-
tives since the middle 1990s under the leadership of Dr.
Bertram Mapunda and Dr. Felix Chami. From 1997 to 1998,
Walz attended UDSM with Foreign Language and Area Studies
Fellowship support from the U.S. Department of Education.
The principal goals of studying abroad were to refine language
skills, select an exciting dissertation project, build professional
relationships, and inculcate African perspectives on the archae-
ological past. More than this, the Archaeology Unit and various
in-country experiences provided exposure to the maze of issues
and archaeopolitics surrounding research and conservation
efforts in Tanzania.

Studying and practicing archaeology overseas spurred the selec-
tion of a dissertation topic—an examination of coast/hinterland
relations in northeastern Tanzania from the Iron Age through
the Colonial Period. Research on this topic is essential to trans-
forming Tanzanian history from a dichotomized past where the
coast and hinterland are treated separately to a regional history
in which Africans contributed to the rise and perpetuation of
coastal urbanism and the foundation of historic Tanganyika.
Thus, in foreign contexts, the selection of the topic of study is as
central to the development of fledgling archaeologies as infra-
structural or financial assistance. This is of particular impor-
tance in countries where there are vast geographical or chrono-
logical gaps in archaeological coverage and where colonizers
penned early interpretations of regional history.

In eastern and southern Africa, Iron Age and historical archae-
ology merit particular attention from archaeologists. Why?
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These archaeologies have discernible cultural and historical
linkages to modern populations. Consequently, archaeological,
oral historical, and historical linguistic avenues of inquiry high-
light issues that are pertinent to contemporary peoples. In coun-
tries such as Tanzania, where the majority of archaeological
funding is devoted to human origins instead of later 